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SUBJECT: COMMENTS OF THAI FOREIGN MINISTRY OFPICIAL WHO 
ACCOMPANIED THAI BADMINTON TEAM TO PRC 

1. AN EMBASSY OFPICER DISCUSSED AUGUST 24 THE AUGUST 
7-21 VISIT OP THE THAI BADMINTON TEAM TO THE PRC WITH ONE 
OP THE THAI POREIGN MINISTRY OPPICIALS WHO ACCOMPANIED 
THE TEAM TO CHINA. ALTHOUGH HE WAS NONCOMMITTAL, THE THAI 
OPFICIAL DID STATE THAT SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSIONS WERE HELD 
WITH RANKING CHINESE OPPICIALS AND THAT THESE DISCUSSIONS 
HAD GONE WELL. THE OPPICIAL ALSO SAID THAT DEVELOPMENTS 
TOWARD IMPROVED SINO-THAI RELATIONS WERE PROGRESSING MUCH 
MORE RAPIDLY THAN THE THAI EXPECTED. 

2. THE THAI OPPICIAL DID NOT PROVIDE AN OPENING POR 
QUESTIONS ABOUT CHINESE SUPPORT TO THE THAI INSURGENCY OR 
CONTACTS WITH SIHANOUK AND HIS GRUNK APPARATUS. WE EXPECT 
TO DISCUSS THE PRC VISIT WITH ANOTHER POREIGN MINISTRY MEMBER 

OP THE BADMINTON DELEGATION NEXT WEEK, AND WILL REPORT FURTHER 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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3. THE AUGUST 25 ISSUE OF THE NATION PUBLISHED IN BANGKOK 
CARRIED A ERONT PAGE STORY ON "SECRET SINO-THAI TRADE 
TALKS BEING HELD IN HONG KONG. THE ARTICLE— SOURCED TO 
"LEAKED" INEORMATION FROM THE THAI BUSINESSMEN'S DELEGATION 
REPORTEDLY INVOLVED IN OEFICIAL NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE CHIEE 
OE THE CHINA TRADE OFEICER IN HONG KONG— STATED THAT THESE 
TALKS WOULD LAST ABOUT TWO DAYS. THE ARTICLE ALSO STATED 
THAT THE MAIN POINTS TO BE DECIDED WERE TERMS OE PAYMENT AND 
SHPPPING ARRAANGEMENTS. WHILE IT APPEARS LIKELY THAT FOREIGN 
MINISTRY MEMBERS OE THE BADMINTON TEAM MAY HAVE DISCUSSED 
TRADE MATTERS DURING THEIR TALKS IN CHINA, IT SEEMS UNLIKELY 
THAT CONCURRENT TRADE CONTACTS WOULD BE TAKING PLACE IN 
HONG KONG BETWEEN PRC OEFICIALS AND A THAI BUSINESSMAN'S 
DELEGATION. THE THAI MINISTRY OE EOREIGN AEEAIRS IS SCHEDULED 
TO HOLD A PRESS CONEERENCE AUGUST 24 TO ANNOUNCE PARTICULARS 
OE THE THAI BADMINTON TEAM'S PRC VISIT AND HOPEFULLY WILL 
SHED SOME LIGHT ON THE ACCURACY OE THE NEWSPAPER STORY. 
UNGER 
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